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BSSG ANNOUNCES ATHLETES OF THE YEAR
The Big Sky State Games 2020 Athletes of the Year are Brenda Rose of Billings and Bob
Sager of White Sulpher Springs. Youth Athlete of the Year is Taylee Chirrick of Billings.
These awards are designed to recognize individuals who best personify the ideals of the
State Games movement: participation, sportsmanship, effort, and positive attitude.

Female Athlete of the Year Brenda Rose's love for cycling began with teaching cycling
classes at the Billings YMCA. Rose stated, “I got into cycling by accident. I was
teaching high impact aerobics and running which resulted in a stress fracture in my
foot from overuse. In 1996 the YMCA offered to train me in "spinning". I took the
training and the rest is history!”
From 2010 to 2020, Rose earned 22 medals, 20 gold and 2 silver, in the Big Sky State
Games Cycling Time Trial and Road Race events. She has consistently finished as the
first overall female in the time trial, first or second overall in the road race and always
first in her age group.
Big Sky State Games Time Trial Cycling Commissioner Chris Cook said, “The bicycle
brings out the physical, mental strength and toughness which is at the core of Brenda
Rose.”

Rose has been an integral part of organizing the Big Sky State Games Road Race Cycling
event for the last eight years as one of the Big Sky State Games Cycling Commissioners.
She continues to teach cycling classes at the YMCA and also enjoys riding for charities
and ultra-distances. Rose also was a middle school track and cross country coach until
2012 and also served as the race director for the Yellowstone Alpine Klimb Ride. When
not on her bike, Brenda is an art teacher at Billings West. Brenda has been teaching for
36 years. Rose loves cycling, competing and always striving to do her best on and off her
bike.

Photo Courtesy: Stephen Brashear/Gazette Staff
Male Athlete of the Year Bob Sager has been in the Big Sky State Games from the
start in 1986. He has earned over 40 medals since 2001. Sager broke the (70-74) age
group Hammer Throw record in 2020 and also holds two other age group records in that
event.
He had good success as an athlete in high school throwing the shot and discuss. On
August 6, 1981, he was thrown through the window of his truck in a roll over and was
pinned under his truck for 45 minutes. He dug himself out and walked 7 miles for help.
During that hike, he made a mental "bucket list" and first on the list was to throw again.
Sager has not looked back since. He started lifting, throwing and studying the technique.
He has competed in 37 national meets, 14 World championships on 5 continents from
Australia, Japan, to Scotland, has 22 national championships and three medals in World
Masters Championships.
“The Big Sky Games have always given me a competitive opportunity to see how I was
doing as it was usually a month before nationals. I use the Big Sky State Games as a
"marker" to see how I am training and I measure myself on the ability to compete and
enjoy the sport,” stated Sager.

Sager is a veterinarian, consults for large beef cattle ranches and speaks nationally and
internationally on beef production. “I have been blessed to have had a great career and
throwing is a wonderful hobby as it is good for my body, my soul, and my mind. I throw
twice weekly on hand made circles and 5 throwing rings that I built,” Sager said. In
2006 Sager even held a national competition at his ranch near Wilsall.
In 2013 he received a new right femur ball prosthesis which allows him to continue his
competitive spirit.

Taylee Chirrick is the Big Sky State Games Youth Athlete of the Year. Chirrick began
competing in the Big Sky State Games Track and Field when she was 7 years old. In the
last eight years, she has accumulated 22 Gold, 9 Silver and one Bronze medal in Track
and Field. She also participated in Basketball in 2017, 2018 and 2019 earning two Gold
and one Silver medal.
Chirrick holds 1500 meter age group record for ages 8-9, 10-11, and 12-13 age group in
the Big Sky State Games. Her record for the 12-13 age group is the fastest of all recorded
times of 4:57.97 in the 1500 meter. She also holds the 400 Meter and 800 Meter age
group record for ages 10-11.
At the 2017 State Games of America in Grand Rapids, Michigan she brought home the
Gold in the 200m, 400m, 800m, 1500m and Bronze in the long jump. Throughout the
years she has also competed in USATF and AAU track meets winning numerous medals.
Chirrick’s running encompasses all lengths from the 100 meters to the 5k. In 2014, she
set the record for the 8-9 year olds in the 2 mile Montana Women's Run. Also, she holds
the YES Cross Country elementary record for the mile for 4th and 5th grade girls. This

year at the Big Sky State Games, she not only competed in Track and Field events on
Saturday but ran the 2020 Montana Mile Friday night.
This Fall Chirrick is a freshman at West High School.
Major sponsors of the Big Sky State Games are Kampgrounds of America, First Interstate
Bank, and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Montana. Wendy’s sponsors Opening Ceremonies.
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